
Loving, serving and sharing Christ  

Church Services  
Morning worship each Sunday at 11.30am      Evening services at 7.00pm 
Rev Graeme Kennedy will lead the worship at each service unless otherwise 
stated. 

 
 01 January ï Stuart McCrea 

 
08 January ï Preparing the way Luke 3 

 
15 January - The year of the Lordôs favour Luke 4 

 
22 January ï Come and follow me Luke 5 - All age worship 

 
29 January ï A sinful woman Luke 7 (Communion) 

                            PM  - Questions of Life: If God is there why doesnôt he 
prove it? 

 
In our monthly evening services we will be looking at questions people might 
have about the Christian faith. If you have a question you would like dealt 
with in these services please speak to Graeme. If you have a friend who has 
been asking these kinds of questions why not invite them along with you? 

Crown Jesus Ministries  
Directions Course  

 
On Wednesday evenings during January and February Crown Jesus  

Ministries are running a Directions Course on evangelism in Bangor West 
Church. Although our Midweek normally meets on a Thursday we have  

decided to cancel Midweek meetings for this time to allow people to attend 
this vital course. 

January 2012 
 

Website   www.ballygraineychurch.org  



 

 Notes from the Manseé 

 
2012 looks like being an exciting year. For sports fans what could be better then the  
prospect of the London Olympic Games and footballôs European Championships only a 
few months away. For historians there is the centenary of the sinking of Titanic and the 
beginning of a series of events marking 100 years since the most tumultuous decade in 
Irish history. 
 
It is an exciting year for us as a congregation as well. 2012 marks the 175th anniversary of 
the founding of the Ballygrainey congregation in 1837 and we will be marking it through 
the year in various ways. The congregation seems to have grown from a small group of 
people meeting for worship on Sunday evenings at the Six Road Ends and asking the 
then Bangor Presbytery to supply them with preachers to a gathering of around 150 who 
were able to lay a foundation stone for a church building in May 1837 and were  
established as a congregation at the end of June. 
 
A lot has happened in Ballygrainey in 175 years. A place which was then described as 
óequally distant from Bangor, Donaghadee and Newtownardsô is now effectively a part of 
Bangor. A place which used to be a hamlet with a local post office and railway halt is now 
known for the big roundabout which replaced that dangerous junction. (Of course the 
junction only became dangerous with the advent of the motor car.) 
 
Changes in culture have been even more significant than changes in geography. The 
Ballygrainey Presbyterians of 1837 would probably still recognise the original meeting 
house but would not know what to make of the means of transport by which people get 
here, the provision for youth and childrenôs work, the use of sound equipment and  
computers in worship and (most controversially of all for them) the use of music in  
worship. 
 
Of course you donôt have to go back to 1837 to see the changes in society. Some of the 
biggest revolutions in culture have happened in my lifetime. The computer, Internet and 
the mobile phone have changed the way we live and work and communicate. The  
unquestioning acceptance of established institutions like the government, the banks and 
the church has all changed. The belief that there were some things that are true and 
some that are false has changed into ówhat is true for you may not be true for me and 
what is wrong for you may be right for meô. 
 
As the world changes ever more rapidly it is good to have something to rely on which will 
not change. That thing, though, cannot be church. If our predecessors in 1837 had  
believed that, then this congregation would never have come into existence. Church must 
and will change to meet the changing challenges and opportunities of life in the 21st  
century. That may mean new buildings, new forms of ministry and new styles of worship. 
But the one thing that will not change is the message we have to share; the message of a 
God who loved us and gave himself for us to rescue us sin and death and give us eternal 
life. That unchanging truth changes lives now as it did then. 
 
Let us celebrate 175 years by giving thanks for the past and recommitting ourselves to 
meet the challenges of the present and the future with the unchanging good news of  
Jesus Christ. 
    Happy New Year, 
      Graeme 



Are you content in every situation? Are you sure of your salvation? Are you 
able to say with conviction; óto me to live is Christ and to die is gainô? 

The book of Philippians is full of challenge and reassurance on topics just 
like this. Discipleship Explored  is an eight week course examining what it 

means to be a wholehearted disciple of Jesus Christ from the book of Philip-
pians. It runs in a similar way to Christianity Explored.  

 A new Discipleship Explored  course will start on Sunday 5th February 
2012 in the Minor Hall at 7.30pm. 

Sign up on the sheet in the vestibule or speak to Graeme to find out more. 
 

5th February ï Confident in Christ 
12th February ï Living in Christ 

19th February ï Standing Together in Christ 
26th February ï Evening Service at 7pm ï   

Questions of Life: Why should I trust the Bible? 

Wednesday 4th Jan, 7pm 
 

Wards Coffee Shop, Bangor 
 

All 16- 26 yr olds welcome 
 

RSVP 07935090757 or  

rachel.nufc@virgin.net before 25/12/11 



Monthly Mission Prayer  
 

In 2012 it is proposed to gather once a month to pray specifically for the needs of people, 
projects and organisations involved in mission both at home and around the world.  

This is an important support to those struggling to bring Christ's love to a lost and hurting 
world.  

If you would like to take part please sign the list in the vestibule. The day and time will be 
arranged to best suit those wishing to take part.  

Valerie Scott  

 

Freezer Ministry  
 

All of us, at one time or another, go through periods of stress or even crises in our 
lives. It may be moving house, a sudden illness, hospitalisation or even the loss of 

a loved one.  
With this in mind, the church felt that we could help in a small way, by providing a 

meal or two to people who are going through difficult times. The proposal is to  
purchase a freezer in which cooked meals could be stored. We would ask you to 
consider providing a meal from time to time which could be stored in the freezer 

and then distributed to members of the congregation as and when required.  
To enable us to progress this exciting ministry we need someone to co -ordinate 
the meals etc. If you are interested in finding out more about this and/or feel you 

are being led to get involved please speak to Graeme.  

175th Anniversary  
 

Ballygrainey Presbyterian Church was founded in 1837 so we will be celebrating our 
175th anniversary in 2012. You should make a note of the following dates in your diary : 

 
 On Easter Sunday the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church will be conducting the  
 morning service. 
 
 31st August - 2nd September . There will be a number of events taking place (for all 
 ages) over that weekend. Further details will follow in the next newssheet. 

Church refurbishment.  
 
To enable the process of Church refurbishment to be advanced a small working group 
from session/committee has visited a number of churches, both local and much further 
afield. These churches  are either in the process of having work carried out or have  
recently completed refurbishment/extension projects. Over the next few weeks the group 
will be assessing the lessons learnt from all these projects and moving the process  
forward . Regular progress updates will be made to the congregation. 

2011 Accounts  

 
Can all organisation leaders ensure their financial accounts are with Peter 
McGimpsey before the end of January 2012. 



 
 

 

Guest Speaker: Bishop Ken Clarke 
Worship led by Ian Hannah 

 
Crown Jesus Ministries, in partnership with twenty local churches, including Ballygrainey, 
will be carrying out a five month evangelistic project in Bangor starting in January 2012. 
As part of this project the óIf my peopleéô event will be an opportunity for us to gather to 

pray for Godôs blessing on this special initiative. 

A New Year's Prayer  
 

May God make your year a happy one! 
Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 
But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 
But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 
But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 

and by making you anxious to be there to help. 
God's love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year ahead.  

 
Anonymous   


