Ballygrainey Congregational Mission Plan

Why Mission?

We believe that God reveals himself as a God who exists in relationship (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) and who desires relationship with human beings who are made in his image. The Bible reveals God’s concern for the well being of all of creation from the very beginning. He saw that what he had made was very good and he instructed Adam and Eve to take care of what had been made.

We believe that, through the Fall, the relationships for which we were created have been broken. Humanity no longer exists in relationship with God. Human relationships are subject to conflict and pain. Humanity’s relationship with creation is the subject of God’s punishment. 

We recognise in Scripture the story of God’s saving plan for a fallen world. We see how God weaves messages of hope and comfort for the whole world into the lives of his people in the Old Testament. We also see how God is bringing about his purpose in history as his people wait for his promises to be fulfilled.

In the coming of Jesus Christ we see the fulfilment of God’s plan. We learn from Jesus that our mission is to be marked by prayer, humility, respect for others and obedience to God. As it did for Jesus, so for us mission involves service and sacrifice.

Jesus’ death and resurrection give us the assurance that ultimate salvation, hope and victory are found in Christ alone. He alone has the authority to send his church into all the world to make disciples. It is on the authority of our risen Lord that we engage in mission today.
As we engage in mission we wait for the day when creation itself will be restored and relationships will be fully and finally renewed. As we wait we continue to be assured of our salvation through the love, peace, joy and hope that the Holy Spirit pours into our lives. It is this same love, joy peace and hope that we want others to experience as we share Christ with them in word and deed.
Who we are

Ballygrainey is a church which has been shaped by the rural community which it has served through the majority of its history. In recent years the area around the church has become less rural and more suburban and the congregation has reflected this change. The traditional rural roots have been maintained while new families have been welcomed.

Our church is evangelical in theology, relational in nature and generally open to change. We believe in the power of the gospel to change lives and we are seeking ways to reach out with that gospel to our surrounding community. We place a strong emphasis on relationships. Relationships between God and humanity and between human beings are at the centre of the gospel. A word very often used to describe our church is the word ‘family’.

Change has come to our area and our church over recent years. An increasing awareness of global mission and a desire to provide a church in which our children and young people feel welcome are part of this change. This provides new opportunities (a Malawi trip in the summer of 2009) and fresh challenges (a shortage of leadership in our youthwork). While change is never easy there is a general acceptance of and enthusiasm for appropriate change within our congregation.

We are a church which is mindful of its past but is looking to the future with a desire to meet the new opportunities and challenges which will face us and the gospel.

Where we are to do mission

Ballygrainey finds itself in the middle of an area in transition. 30-40 years ago the congregation was very definitely set in a rural context; however that is no longer the case. The church building is set in a small cluster of housing around the Six Road Ends which used to include a small post office and general store. The demise of this post office is one of the key signs of change to the nature of the community around us.

New developments continue to grow on the Ballycrochan Road, the Green Road and at the Cottown. Many of these new housing developments are currently occupied by young families although for many this will be the place that they choose to settle so the population will probably get older over the next 10-20 years.

Our Parish area cuts across 4 different council wards in 2 borough council areas – Conlig and Ballycrochan in North Down and Loughries and Donaghadee North in Ards. These 4 wards show some significant differences in terms of wealth, housing quality and economic activity. 

Part of our mission over the next number of years must be to continue to reconnect with our area through visitation and further attempts to develop our welcome to those who come through our doors. Brand new developments at Ballycrochan, the Cottown and the Green Road, as well as older developments on the Gransha Road and Primacy must be a focus for our mission.  The prospect of mission on the Green Road and Primacy could raise the possibility of co-operation with other congregations – Presbyterian, Methodist and Church of Ireland and these are avenues we may need to explore.

We also believe that we have a calling to mission that goes beyond our own area. This is reflected in the links between members and various mission agencies such as People International, Commission, Tearfund and Christian Aid. It is reflected in our support as a congregation for the Asterias organisation, which grew out of a Presbytery trip to Kenya which involved several members of our congregation. It is also demonstrated in continuing links with Malawi and Romania and our support of Melinda Magyar, a Hungarian student at Belfast Bible College.

What we are called to in mission

Having identified Ballygrainey as a congregation which is primarily relational in its model of mission and having noted that relationships are at the heart of the mission of God’s church we have identified a number of areas where we could intentionally develop this relational aspect of our mission.

We recognise the important relationships that are built up at the Tweenies mothers and toddlers group and want to be more intentional in maximising those contacts for mission. Tweenies, BB and GB represent major areas of outreach to young people and families not yet connected with a church. Our Holiday Bible Club in the summer is another important means of reaching out to children and parents. We recognise the need to rebuild aspects of our youthwork in order to build relationships with our young people, challenge them to have a relationship with Christ and nurture those who do. The focus of this rebuilding will most likely be a new approach to our Saturday night Youth Club.

We do not want to overburden people with extra activities and would prefer to make space in the programme for certain things. An example of this is a new house group programme which will meet in the third week of every month. In order to make space for this the Thursday Midweek meeting will not take place on the third week of the month.

We may also need to make space for courses (possibly on the Sunday evenings which don’t have an evening service) and one off events for  certain groups – men, young people etc. In some areas of our mission we will need to consider using venues outside the church or building bridges for potential co-operation with neighbouring (Presbyterian and non-Presbyterian) congregations. This could apply, for example, to the future running of a Christianity Explored course.
When we are to put ideas into practice (and who is to drive them forward)
By 2015 we would like to see the Tweenies group recognised by our community as a safe and welcoming mothers and toddlers group with a distinctive Christian ethos through which Tweenie parents have a natural access point to greater church involvement. (Evangelism task group)
We want to see our young people naturally progressing into church and we want to be a place where young people from outside our church family are made welcome. (Youth and Children’s task group)
We would also like to see a rolling programme of courses and regular one-off events to develop the fellowship, discipleship and evangelism programme of our congregation. We would also like to encourage greater participation in outside events and conferences such as Focusfest, the Mandate, Keswick at Portstewart and New Horizon (Discipleship/Fellowship Task Groups)
We would like to develop our recording ministry, website and church newsletter and see them used as part of our mission. (Publicity Task Group)
We would like to see our music in worship enhanced by a greater variety of instruments and styles of worship music ranging from the older traditional music to the latest worship and praise songs. (Worship task Group)

We would like to have a building which is welcoming, fit for purpose and recognised as the place where a living, welcoming church meets. (Congregational Committee)
We would like to be working in closer partnership in all these areas both with the other local congregations and agencies in our area and with partners in mission at home and overseas. (Kirk Session)

